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Registration complications ease

Simone Roberts

DIFFICULTIES signing up to
the National Registration and
Accreditation Scheme appear to
be improving following a chaotic
introductory month.

Five weeks after its introduction,
Pharmacy Board of Australia chair
Steve Marty acknowledged that
introducing national regulation for
10 professions had been complex
and represented enormous change
in terms of process and legislation.

“Clearly there have been
operational challenges which
the Australian Health Practitioner
Regulation Agency (AHPRA) is
addressing,’ Mr Marty said.

“Registration applications are
being processed. Thousands of
registration renewal letters have
been sent out to practitioners and

ON TRACK: Steve Marty says registration
challenges have been addressed.
more are scheduled. Turn-around

times are improving following a few
initial delays,” Mr Marty said.

Interns were now being granted
provisional registration following
a glitch that saw newly-qualified
pharmacists unable to practise and
out of work following difficulties
signing up to scheme.

Mr Marty said it was important

to remember the scope of the task
involved in introducing the national
scheme.

“For example, establishing a
national register for each profession
involved reviewing, cleaning and
de-duplicating 1.5 million data
records from 85 sources into one
consistent data-set that reflected
the National Law,” he said.

Other areas of impact have been
the volumes of calls to AHPRA
enquiries centres — averaging 3000
daily —and systems issues related to
new processes, new legislation and
a new organisation.

Mr Marty also urged practitioners
to be aware that the process of
registering for the first time, which
included authenticating criminal
history declarations from an external
source, could take some time.

To comment click here.

MA calls for all-party pledge on PBS

Jennifer Joseph

MEDICINES listed on the
Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme
(PBS) are forecast to feature on the
2010 federal election campaign
agenda, following the medicines
industry’s push for better access,
information and opportunities
associated with subsidised
medicines.

Medicines Australia chief executive
Dr Brendan Shaw, launching
Medicines and the 2010 Federal
Election: Supporting Australias Health
report, has called on political parties
to support key three objectives,
including the delivery of better
consumer access to medicines.

“Australians should not have to
wait three years for a new medicine
to be listed on the PBS,"said Dr Shaw.

“All parties should support an

increase in the administrative
threshold at which Federal Cabinet s
required to approve a new medicine
for listing on the PBS.

“Doubling the threshold from $10
million a year to $20 million would
halve the number of new medicines
that get delayed by red tape. It could
wipe 12 months off the time it takes
some important new medicines to
become available to patients”

The report states up to 140,000
adverse medicine events per year
could beavoided with the production
of accessible and unbiased consumer
drug information from reliable
sources.

Other key objectives that Dr
Shaw said all political parties should
endorse include providing business
certainty for the Australian medicines
industry; and ensuring innovation in
the Australian medicines industry,

worth $18 billion a year, remains
internationally competitive.

“I callupon all parties toimplement
the Memorandum of Understanding
between the Commonwealth of
Australia and Medicines Australia
because it delivers savings to
taxpayers, cheaper medicines to
patients and a better PBS," said Dr
Shaw.

“The MoU will provide industry
with business certainty, ensure
patients get medicines, and protect
Australian jobs.

Dr Shaw also called on parties to
support innovation and help keep
Australia competitive in the face
of strong competition from other
countries by protecting intellectual
property, passing the R&D tax Billand
making Australia a more attractive
destination for clinical trials.

To comment click here.
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COMMENTS

Jennifer Joseph

THE APPOINTMENT of Liesel
Wett as the Pharmaceutical
Society of Australia’s new chief
executive officer is expected
to help take the organisation
forward during challenging
times for the health sector.

Ms Wett, who is currently
deputy chief executive officer
and chief operating officer of
the Australian General Practice
Network, is expected to take up
her appointment on 1 October
2010.

National president of the
PSA, Warwick Plunkett, said Ms
Wett would bring to the role
a wealth of experience in the
health field, not only through her
career in health organisations
but also through her formal
qualifications.

“As well as her executive roles
at AGPN, Liesel has held senior
executive roles at other health
organisations and holds an MBA
and relevant other qualifications
in health-related areas including
a Masters in Public Health,” said
Mr Plunkett.

“She has been at AGPN since
2003 during which time she also
assumed the role of Acting CEO
for some 12 months.”

Mr Plunkett said Ms Wett had
developed strong and ongoing
relationships with Government
and public sector stakeholders
and had experience in setting
and driving strategic direction of
a peak body.

“Her strong experience in
liaising and negotiating with the
Minister’s office and staff, senior
Department of Health staff as
well as staff across the health
network, will help to ensure
PSA’s voice is heard and that the
interests of pharmacy are taken
into account,” said Mr Plunkett.

“Her background and
experience with the AGPN
offers the opportunity to
build better bridges with the
medical profession which will be
essential for implementing much
of the desired future extended
professional role for pharmacists

“Her appointment is a great
asset for the PSA and for the
pharmacy profession.”

To comment click here.

BARRIERS IN THE BUSH (LINK)
Rural pharmacy only exists because
of competent and committed
practitioners. Their growth of
services cannot be depended on
who walks through the front door
because low patient numbers means
lower profits and therefore less to
develop professional infrastructure.
If Government has funding to
entice GPs into rural areas then it
MUST have similar resources to fund
pharmacists. The two professions go
hand in hand. Pharmacy is not the
poor cousin of medicine.

Arthur Pappas

| couldn't help but notice the data
reported on was taken in 2006. |
would be very interested to know
what has changed in the last four
years and whether or not there has
been an improvement in these
services. There certainly isn't the
shortage of pharmacists that there
once was, but | do wonder whether
or not pharmacists are attracted
to rural pharmacy, and if they are
being retained in these positions.
Do pharmacists feel that a country
stintis all they want to do? Increased
Government funding of pharmacists
(not the pharmacies) to go bush may

be a way of attracting people away
from the cities.
Georgia Bolden-Strestik

TGA APPROVAL FOR CM

(LINK)

As members of the CHC we agree
that unscrupulous sponsors need
to be properly sanctioned.

However a “one size fits all”
approach as advocated by Dr Harvey
is unsophisticated and cumbersome.

Listed medicines are considered
to be of lower risk than registered
medicines, so the regulations allow
for sponsors to ‘self assess' their
products in some situations. The
majority of listed medicines are self-
selected by consumers and used for
self-treatment.

Dr Harvey’s criticisms are
sometimes valid, but the quality
use of medicines needs to balance
the cost to industry of regulatory
burden with maximising public
health and safety. Lumbering
complementary medicines with all
of the pharmaceutical regulations,
would reduce access to some
medicines and therapies.

Eric Meppem
Cat Media Pty Ltd (Division of
Pharmacare Group)

Vitamins are one of the fastest growing categories in pharmacy.'

But in such a confusing category, how do you maximise your
investment in them?

Sign up to chemistree.com.au to find out how.

'. Aztec National Pharmacy Sample scan data, MAT 30/08/09.
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Vitamins are one of the fastest growing
NN SR categories in pharmacy.'
Chemlsﬁ:oem.aeu But in such a confusing category, how do
you maximise your investment in them?

As Australia’s #1 selling nutraceutical business? we’ve established
a comprehensive online offering providing access to extensive
product information, staff training programs and business
development tools designed to improve your sales.

You and your staff will have access to real time information 24/7,
providing you with proactive business solutions and measures
to drive profitability of this key category.

Sign up to chemistree.com.au to find out how.

!. Aztec National Pharmacy Sample scan data, MAT 30/08/09. 2. Aztec National scan data, MAT Value Sales to 20/12/09.
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